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SETTLE-This term can be used while restraining your dog. It is best to restrain or hold your dog in a gentle but firm manner.  If your dog struggles and squirms, use the command “settle”. When you feel the dog relax, respond with “good settle”.

LEAVE IT-This term is handy when teaching your dog to leave things alone. If you are on a walk with your dog, and he finds garbage or other inappropriate items, use the term “leave it” to tell the dog that it is off limits. If the dog does not respond, give a small tug to the leash and use the term again “leave it”. Always respond with “good leave it” when the dog responds. This term also works well if your dog is harassing your cat.

OFF-This term is helpful when your dog is jumping up on you or on the furniture. Simply use the command “off” in a firm voice and respond with “good off” when the dog gets down. Do not use the term “down” when wanting the dog to get “off”. The term “down” is used for commanding your dog to lie down. 

WAIT-This term can be used in a lot of different areas. When going outside your dog should always “sit” then “wait” and you should always go out the door first. This command is great to help with controlling your dog at feeding and treat time, and to help stop aggressive behavior while eating. 

Tips for conditioning your dog to be handled and touched:

· Look in the ears and mouth. This will help with cleaning and treating the dog’s ears, grooming appointments and physical exams. 

· Handle the feet and toes as much as possible. This will make future grooming and nail trims go smoothly. 
· Roll your dog over to check her belly for lumps and bumps. Being on her back should not be scary.
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