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SPAYING AND NEUTERING

An estimated 10,000,000 dogs and cats are put to death in animal shelters across America every year.  Thousands more are strays and die from starvation, disease, or injury.  Surgical sterilization is the best and only way to control the pet population.

Aside from population control, spaying and neutering helps keep your pet healthy.  Spaying your female protects her from pyometra, a very painful and potentially dangerous infection of the uterus, and other diseases such as mammary or ovarian cancer, and injuries related to territoriality and roaming.

Performed under general anesthesia, spays and neuters are a safe operation with minimal risk or discomfort.  Your pet will be able to go home the same day as the surgery. Spays and neuters are ideally done between 5 and 6 months of age, as your pet approaches sexual maturity.  Having the surgery done at this age further minimizes the risks, and maximizes the potential health benefits.  Following are the truths about some common misconceptions owners have about spaying and neutering.

Fixing my pet will make him/her lazy and overweight.

Spaying and neutering your pet does not make your pet become overweight and lazy.  Heredity, diet, and how much and what type of exercise your pet receives has much more influence on the weight and attitude of your pet than does the surgery.

Having my pet spayed/neutered will change his/her personality.

The only behaviors affected by spaying or neutering your pet have to do with mating behavior.  Neutering your dog will not make him any less fun, but will stop him from mounting your leg, and certain other aggressive behaviors.  Neutered cats are generally more affectionate, and will not mark territory with pungent urine.  Altering your pet allows him/her to not be preoccupied with the intense desire to mate, allowing him to be a better pet and allowing you to build a deeper bond together.

I want my children to experience the miracle of birth.

There are many excellent videotapes and books available through bookstores and the public library that teach children about the birth process.  These materials are developed especially for children and do not contribute to pet overpopulation.

But by dog is a registered purebred…

One out of every four dogs put to sleep in shelters is a purebred.  With few exceptions, responsible breeders often require that their animal’s offspring be altered.

I can’t afford it.

Spaying and neutering your pet is a one-time cost that many vets keep as low as possible to encourage owners to spay and neuter their pets.  The cost of boarding a female during just 1 or 2 heats could easily pay for a spay.  All things considered, it is a small price to pay for a healthier, happier, longer-living pet, and the prevention of countless unwanted animals.
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