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VACATION TIME…WHAT DO YOU DO WITH YOUR PETS?

As the weather starts to get warmer, everyone starts planning for family get aways. Some vacations plans will include your pets but in most cases, they don’t get to go. So when making your vacation reservations you should also be thinking about your pet’s reservations. When you’re arranging care for you pets, you have a couple of options; there are boarding facilities, house sitters or maybe you have a family friend or neighbor to help you out. Here are some tips and ideas to help your pets while you’re gone.

If you’re looking for a boarding facility, some of the best ways to find one is through personal recommendations. Start asking friends or co-workers if they have used any boarding facilities and would they use them again. Also, most animal-related businesses have business cards or a list of referrals for boarding. Your next step is doing the footwork - you need to get out there and tour those facilities. This gives you the opportunity to see the area where your pet will be staying, and what the daily schedules are (i.e. feedings, medications and time out in pens). If your pet has any special care needs, you may want to consider your veterinary clinic if they offer any boarding services. Most importantly, make sure your pet is current on its vaccinations and if a dewormer is required. It would especially be in your pets’ best interest if a flea control product was applied before going to a boarding facility. 

No matter if you choose a boarding facility, pet sitter or family or friend, remember these helpful hints:

· Make reservations or arrangements early.

· Make sure your pet is current with vaccinations, dewormer and flea control.

· Leave emergency contact numbers. If you’re going to be unavailable, leave numbers of an emergency contact person.

· Leave a medical release form authorizing emergency medical treatment and your veterinary clinic number.

· Bring your pets’ regular food. Changing food can upset their system, and let them know of any dietary indiscretions.

· Set up a trial run with your facility or pet sitter. This will make sure your pet will be comfortable with your arrangements for them.

· Bring some of their bedding/blankets and toys. It helps your animal having familiar items with the smells of home.

Hopefully all of this can help your family have a great vacation time knowing that your pet is having a great time too!
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