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Issaquah Veterinary Hospital

795 1st Ave NW

Issaquah, WA 98027

425-392-6211

CONSUMER GUIDE TO ELECTIVE SURGERY

Your pet is scheduled for an elective procedure that requires anesthesia. Many people “shop around” for the best price without the knowledge of why the cost varies among veterinary practices. Hopefully, this short guide will help you find the right veterinary hospital for the expectation of care you have for your pet.

QUESTIONS TO ASK AND WHY TO ASK THEM:

Will my pet receive a complete physical examination and bloodwork prior to surgery?

This is important for a number of reasons.  It is the first defense against performing surgery on a pet that may have an infectious disease, a heart murmur, or be debilitated by illness.  Although some of these conditions will not prevent a procedure from being done, the way the procedure is performed may have to be reassessed.

What safety precautions will be taken with my pet DURING surgery?

While most surgery is uneventful, emergencies can arise and the hospital should be equipped to try and prevent them.  A breathing tube (endotracheal tube) should be placed in all anesthetized animals.  This keeps the airway open and allows for supplemental oxygen or gas anesthesia as needed.  A heart and oxygen monitor should be used to allow the surgeon, and licensed technician, to keep track of the patients’ heart rate, rhythm, and amount of oxygen in the blood. The practice should have a “crash box” (like on ER) that contains emergency drugs and supplies.

What safety precautions will be taken with my pet AFTER surgery?

Surgery patients lose body heat through anesthesia and the opening of body cavities.  If patients get too cold, their blood pressure can be affected.  Patient temperature should be monitored at regular intervals during and after surgery and supplemental heating provided as needed.  Your pet’s gum color, pulse, and respiration should also be monitored until they are fully recovered from anesthesia.  Ideally, these parameters are monitored by a licensed veterinary technician.

How will pain be controlled for my pet?

This is very important!  Most surgery hurts to some degree and pain inhibits recovery and healing.  Each patient should be individually assessed to see what pain control will be best for their situation.

Will I receive written post-surgical care instructions for my pet?

Aftercare of surgical patients is very important for proper healing.  Most people are very anxious and excited to see their pet after it has spent the day at the hospital and may not remember all the instructions that are given at discharge.  Written instructions help everyone in the family participate in the pet’s recovery.  Since pets can’t call and report any problems they may have after surgery, your hospital should call the next day for a progress report and answer any questions that you may have about your pet’s health.
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